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TM15-MINI 
SAFETY TRIPOD 

EN 795/B TS 16415/B  
Notified body supervising the manufacture of equipment. 

(Notified body supervising the manufacture of the equipment): 
APAVE SUDEUROPE SAS - BP 193 - 13322 MARSEILLE CEDEX 

16 – FRANCE 
 

 
Figure 1 – General view of TM15-MINI 
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1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
The TM15-MINI safety tripod provides an anchor point 

compliant with EN795/B and document TS16415/B and can 
be used as a component of fall protection equipment.  

The TM15-MINI tripod protects for up to three people 
at a time. 

 
The TM15-MINI tripod consists of a powder-coated 

aluminium head equipped with 3 polyamide bearing rollers 
(to guide the working cable of the CRW200/RUP502-
U/RUP503-U/RUP504/RUP506) series of escape 
equipment). The head is also equipped with 3 anchor points 
located on the sides of it. Each of these points can serve as 
an anchor point for fall protection equipment. Each of the 
available anchor points can be used by up to three 
people at a time. 

 
The mentioned escape devices can be attached to each 

of the three legs using the UTB universal bracket (AT017-
300). 

The UTB bracket can be attached to the largest (Figure 
2 "A" and medium profile Figure 2 "B"). 

Each telescopic leg terminates in a carbon fibre 
reinforced composite foot with a rubber pad. Each foot is 
equipped with teeth that, when properly rotated relative to 
the foot, penetrate loose or slippery ground (earth, sand, 
gravel, ice, snow). The aluminium, telescopic leg consists of 
three sections. Each of them is locked by an automatic pin 
with locking fins, which are released by a button on the pin 
handle. 

 
Basic specifications of the equipment: 

• Maximum height "under the head": 2.27m 
• Minimum height "under the head": 1.11m 
• The range of diameters over which the tripod can 

be set up: 0.66 — 1.28 m 

2. WORKING LOAD AND STRENGTH 
a) OVERVIEW 

Minimum Breaking Strength (MBS): 15 kN. 
 
The equipment can be loaded with working force in a 

vertical downward direction in the space bounded by the legs 
of it. 

 
The maximum load that could be transmitted in service 

from the device to the static construction – 10 kN. 
  
If the device is used as part of a fall arrest system, the 

user must be equipped with an element that limits the 
maximum dynamic forces acting on him/her during fall arrest 
to a maximum of 6 kN. 
 

b) FOR GOODS EQUIPMENT installed on a head 
and/or tripod leg using the UTB handle (AT017-
300): 

Working Load Limit (WLL): 500 kg 
Safety factor (SF): 3:1. 
 

c) FOR PERSONAL PROTECTION EQUIPMENT 
(PPE) attached to anchor points located on the 
head: 

Maximum of 3 people simultaneously connected to one 
anchor point. 

In accordance with the requirements of EN795/B and 
the TS16415/B document, the strength of the device is min. 
14kN for each anchor point.  
 

d) FOR PERSONAL ESCAPE EQUIPMENT installed 
on a tripod leg using a UTB carrier (AT017-300): 

Working Load Limit (WLL): 140 kg 
Safety factor (SF): 10:1. 
The working load of the escape device used must not 
exceed 140 kg. 
 

 
Figure 2 – Permissible load directions. Permitted 

locations for the UTB bracket ("A"/"B") 

  

“A” 

“B” 
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e) IN HEIGHT RESPONSE with a pulley system with a 
ratio (e.g. 4:1) attached to one of the available 
anchor points on the head. 

Maximum of 3 people simultaneously connected to one 
anchor point. 
In accordance with the requirements of EN795/B and the 
TS16415/B document, the strength of the device is min. 
14kN for each anchor point.  

3. TRANSPORT AND WEIGHT 
Weight of complete unit: 19 kg. 
Carry/transport the PPE in a packaging which protects it 

from damage and moisture, e.g. water-proofed bags or in 
steel or plastic cases or boxes. 

4. MAINTENANCE AND STORAGE 
Personal protective equipment must be cleaned and 

disinfected so as not to damage the material (raw material) 
from which it is made. For textile fibre materials (lanyards, 
belts, straps, and ropes), use gentle detergents intended for 
textiles. Cleaning can be done by hand or by machine 
washing. It should be rinsed thoroughly. Plastic parts shall be 
cleaned with water only. - The PPE soaked or wet from 
cleaning or use shall be thoroughly dried in open air and 
away from sources of heat. Metal parts and gear (springs, 
hinges, latches, etc.) can be lubricated periodically with a 
light film of a lubricant to improve performance. 

Store the PPE loosely packed, in well-ventilated, dry 
areas, and away from sunlight, UV radiation, dust, sharp 
objects, extreme temperatures and corrosive chemicals.  

Figure 3 – Transport dimensions 
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5. OVERALL DIMENSIONS 

 

Figure 4 – Overall dimensions of the unit – front view 

f 

Figure 5 – Overall dimensions of the unit – bottom view 
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6. SERVICE LIFE 
The maximum lifetime of properly functioning 

equipment is unlimited. 

The equipment must be immediately taken out of 
service and disposed of (must be permanently destroyed) if it 
has been involved in a fall arrest or there is any doubt about 
its reliability. 

NOTE: The maximum service life depends on the intensity of 
use and operating environment. Use of the equipment in 
harsh conditions, in frequent contact with water, sharp 
edges, corrosive substances, at extreme temperatures may 
require it to be taken out of service even after one use. 

7. PERIODIC INSPECTIONS 
At least once a year, after every 12 months of use, 

a periodic inspection of the device should be carried out.  

The periodic inspection shall be carried out by a 
competent, experienced and qualified individual.  

After 5 years of use, it is recommended that periodic 
inspections are carried out by the equipment manufacturer or 
a company authorised by the manufacturer to carry out such 
inspections. 

8. MARKING OF THE TM 15 
Elements of marking: 
 
a) Name/type of device. 
b) Designation of the equipment model. 
c) Part number. 
d) Number/year/class of European standard. 
e) CE marking and number of the notified body supervising 
the production of the equipment. 
f) Month and year of manufacture. 
g) Serial number. 
h) Caution: read the instructions for use. 
i) Designation of the manufacturer or distributor. 
j) Maximum number of simultaneous users 

 

Figure 6 – Device label 

 

Figure 7 – Location of the equipment marking 

 

Figure 8 – Inspection sticker 

Place an inspection sticker next to the label and mark the 
month and year of the next periodic inspection. Do not use 
the equipment after this date. 

Note: Before the first use, mark the date of the next 
inspection (date of first use + 12 months, e.g. first use 
01.2013 – mark 01.2014). The “inspection sticker" affixed 
next to the identification feature. 
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9. TRIPOD INSTALLATION  
It is recommended that the TM 15-mini tripod be 

installed by at least two people. 

a) Place the tripod vertically in its lowest position on a 
flat, stable and firm surface. The legs should be 
tilted outwards as much as possible. • Ensure that 
the feet are on a firm surface and can support the 
load. The tripod should be positioned over the hole 
so that the working line is roughly in the centre of 
the hole. 

 

b) As an option, attach the retractable type fall arrester  
to the head's side hitch 

 

c) Remove the pins in the largest leg ("1") first. Extend 
the tripod legs to the desired length and lock again 
with the pin. 
 
Adjust the length of the legs so that the head is in 
the horizontal plane.  
Legs must always be the same length. 

d) Repeat the operations for the smallest leg ("2"). 

 

e) The automatic pin is equipped with fins that are 
unlocked by a button in the handle. The pin must be 
fully inserted so that the fins are correctly locked. 

 

f) Correctly locked automatic pin. 

 

  

“1” 

“2” 
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g) Secure the tripod legs against accidental separation 
with a chain. The ends of the chain must be joined 
together with a snap hook. The chain should be 
pulled tight between the legs of the tripod. Remove 
excessive play if necessary. A special strap 
(included with the tripod) can be used instead of a 
chain. 

 

h) To fold the tripod, first retract the smallest legs 
using the "2" pins, then retract the medium legs 
using the "1" pins. 

10. INSTALLATION OF THE WORKING ROPE OF 
THE TRIPOD-MOUNTED DEVICE 

a) When installing the working rope on the tripod head, 
it is possible to climb the tripod leg using the 
AT013-300 steps. The use of an additional safety 
device in the form of a retractable type fall arrester 
is recommended when using the steps. 

 

b) Pull the appropriate piece of rope out of the device 
and place it on the roller built into the head. Check 
that the working rope sits well on the roller. 

 

c) The rope end of the RUP502-U, RUP503-U, 
RUP504, RUP506 devices must be fitted with an 
SDW shock absorber. 

 

11. INSTALLATION OF PERSONAL PROTECTIVE 
EQUIPMENT 

Personal protective equipment can be connected to the 
anchor points on the side plates of the head. E.g. 
CR/WR retractable type fall arresters. 

 

12. INSTALLATION OF THE UTB (AT017-300) 
UNIVERSAL HOLDER 

See: UTB user manual. 
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13. INSTALLATION OF ESCAPE DEVICES 
See: UTB user manual. 

14. MAIN PRINCIPLES OF PERSONAL PROTECTIVE 
EQUIPMENT (PPE) AGAINST FALLS FROM A 
HEIGHT 

• The use of the TM15-MINI anchor point must be in 
accordance with the individual equipment use 
instructions and standards:  
EN 361 – full body harness 
EN355 – energy absorbers 
EN360 – for retractable type fall arresters  
EN362 – connectors  
EN 795/TS16415 – anchor points 
EN1496 – rescue lifting devices 

• The PPE shall only be used by personnel trained in its 
operation. 

• PPE shall not be used by individuals with any health 
condition that may affect their safety during regular use 
or in an emergency. 

• Prepare an emergency response plan that can be 
implemented when needed. 

• Never attempt to modify the fall arrester without prior 
written consent from the manufacturer. 

• Any repair of the fall arrester shall only be carried out by 
its manufacturer or its authorised representative. 

• PPE shall not be used in any way other than its intended 
use. 

• PPE is a type of personal equipment and shall be 
operated by a single dedicated user only. 

• Before using the fall arrester, verify that all components 
of the gear which forms the fall arrest system interact 
correctly. Periodically inspect the joints and fitting of 
PPE to avoid accidental release or detachment. 

• Do not use PPE kits in which the performance of any 
component is inhibited by performance of any other 
component.  

• Before each use of PPE, it should be thoroughly 
inspected to check its condition and correct functioning. 

• During the visual inspection, verify all components of 
PPE with particular attention to all evidence of damage, 
excessive wear, corrosion, abrasion, cuts, or 
malfunctions. Inspect these components with extreme 
care: 
 in the full body harness and belt for positioning 

buckles, adjusting devices, attachment points 
(buckles), webbing, seams, loops; 

 fall arrest energy absorbers: tether loops, lanyards, 
stitching, casing, and connectors;  

 in textile fibre life lines and anchor lines: lines, 
loops, thimbles, connectors, adjustment parts and 
knots; 

 In steel cable life lines and anchor lines: cables, 
cable wires, end clamps, thimbles, connectors, and 
adjustment parts; 

 cable/lanyard-operated retractable type fall 
arresters: proper performance of the winding and 
locking gears, the casing, the energy absorber, and 
the connector; 

 guided type fall arresters: casing, proper running on 
the anchor line, locking gear performance, sheaves, 
bolts, rivets, connectors, and the energy absorber; 

 in the connectors (snap hooks) on the load-bearing 
body, riveting, main pawl, operation of the locking 
mechanism. 

• At least once a year, every 12 months of operation, 
PPE requires removal from service for a thorough 
periodic inspection. The periodic inspection can be 
carried out by a person who is responsible at the 
workplace for periodic inspections of protective 
equipment and who has been trained to do so.  
Periodic inspections may also be carried out by the 
equipment manufacturer or a person or company 
authorised by the manufacturer. Carefully inspect all 
parts of the equipment paying particular attention to 
any damage, excessive wear, corrosion, abrasions, 
cuts and malfunctions (see previous section). In 
certain cases, if PPE has a complex design, like 
retractable type fall arresters, periodic inspections 
shall only be done out by the manufacturer or its 
authorised representative. Following the periodic 
inspection, the next periodic inspection date shall 
be identified. 

• Regular periodic inspections are critical to the 
condition of PPE and the safety of its user, which 
depends on uncompromised performance and 
durability of PPE. 

• During the periodic inspection, check the legibility of 
all PPE markings and labels (which apply to the 
PPE unit in question). 

• All information relating to the PPE (name, serial 
number, date of purchase and entry into service, 
user name, repair and maintenance information and 
decommissioning information) must be included in 
the equipment usage record. The facility where the 
equipment in question is used is responsible for the 
entries in the operation sheet. The record is filled in 
by the person responsible at the workplace for 
protective equipment. Do not use the PPE that does 
not have a completed usage record. 

• If PPE is sold outside its country of origin, the PPE 
supplier shall provide it with the instructions for use 
and maintenance and the procedures of periodic 
inspection and repair in the official language of the 
country in which the PPE will be used. 

• PPE must be taken out of service immediately if 
there is any doubt as to the condition of the 
equipment or its proper functioning. The equipment 
can be put back to service after thorough inspection 
by the equipment manufacturer and its written 
consent to the re-use of the equipment. 

• PPE must be taken out of service and disposed of 
(permanently destroyed) if it has been involved in 
fall arrest. 

• Full body harnesses are the only acceptable device 
for holding the body in personal protective 
equipment against falls from a height. 

• The fall protection system can be attached to the 
harness attachment points (buckles, loops) marked 
with a capital "A".  

15. WARRANTY 
The manufacturer grants 12 months of warranty from 

the date of purchase of the equipment. In the event of a 
defect in any part, the warranty period for that part  
shall be extended by the time of repair and effective 
rectification of the defect disclosed. 
The warranty covers:  

• Material defects, 
• Design defects, 
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• Defects in the corrosion protection coating.  
Pursuant to EN 365, the anchor point is subject to 

periodic inspection at least every 12 months. The periodic 
inspection should be carried out by the manufacturer's 
authorised service:  

PROTEKT Grzegorz Łaszkiewicz 
ul. Starorudzka 9 

93-403 Łódź 
or by a person trained to inspect such equipment. 

The trained person is an individual who, on the basis 
of his or her specialist training and declaration, has sufficient 
knowledge of the safety and rescue measures installed and 
is sufficiently familiar with the applicable health and safety 
regulations, guidelines and generally recognised technical 
principles to be able to assess the safe operation and correct 
application of the safety devices.  

Before each use of the system, check that the date of 
the next technical inspection has not passed. After this date, 
the system cannot be used. Before and after each use, a 
visual check should be performed to ensure that the system 
is complete and in good working order and that the wire rope 
is in good tension. 

If any defects or incompleteness are found, the point 
may not be used.  

Contact the manufacturer to resolve doubts and do 
not attempt repairs yourself! 

A system that has been involved in a fall arrest must 
be taken out of service immediately! 

Re-entry into service of a system that has been 
involved in fall arrest is allowed after a thorough inspection 
by the manufacturer or a service authorised by the 
manufacturer.  

When using the system, special attention must be 
paid to dangerous phenomena affecting the operation of the 
PPE or safety of the user, in particular: looping and sliding of 
ropes on sharp edges, swinging falls, electricity, exposure to 
extreme temperatures, damage to the equipment, adverse 
effects of climatic factors, exposure to chemicals, pollution. 

Original system components must not be modified, 
repaired or replaced with others. 
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16. USAGE SHEET 

TM 15 SAFETY TRIPOD USAGE SHEET .............. (according to EN365)  

Part no.   TM 15-MINI Serial number: ………………………. 

Date of release for 
use 
 
(installation)  

…………………. Production date: ……………………….. 

Installation location 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

User name: 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Maintenance and repair log 
Ite
m 

Inspection 
date: 

Type of 
inspection/repair Comments Date of next 

inspection 
Name and signature of 
service person  

1      

2      

3      

4      

5      

6      

7      

8      

9      

10      
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